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Full	
  article	
  English	
  translation:	
  

180	
  Minutes	
  with	
  Taneli	
  Tikka	
  on	
  the	
  Backseat	
  
	
  

Taneli	
  Tikka	
  is	
  the	
  most	
  famous	
  serial	
  entrepreneur	
  in	
  Finland,	
  a	
  futuristic	
  libertarian-­‐
anarchist,	
  a	
  Ayn	
  Rand	
  fan,	
  and	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  other	
  things.	
  He	
  thinks	
  that	
  employees	
  in	
  the	
  
future	
  will	
  be	
  engaged	
  in	
  multiple	
  jobs—	
  driving	
  a	
  cab,	
  painting,	
  organizing	
  kayaking	
  
courses	
  and	
  whatever	
  they	
  like.	
  Taloussanomat	
  spent	
  three	
  hours	
  with	
  Tikka	
  on	
  the	
  
backseat	
  of	
  a	
  car.	
  
	
  
The	
  Audi	
  is	
  speeding	
  120	
  kilometers	
  per	
  hour	
  on	
  Rantaväylä	
  of	
  Jyväskylä.	
  We	
  have	
  just	
  
left	
  a	
  growth	
  company	
  seminar	
  in	
  Helsinki,	
  and	
  I	
  am	
  sitting	
  right	
  next	
  to	
  perhaps	
  the	
  
most	
  famous	
  entrepreneur	
  in	
  modern	
  Finland,	
  Taneli	
  Tikka.	
  
	
  
Tikka	
  is	
  known	
  for	
  several	
  of	
  his	
  companies,	
  including	
  IRC-­‐Galleria.	
  Nowadays,	
  he	
  is	
  
busy	
  building	
  a	
  business	
  that	
  is	
  related	
  to	
  domain	
  names	
  and	
  China,	
  along	
  with	
  
everything	
  else.	
  He	
  has	
  also	
  invested	
  in	
  an	
  electric	
  car	
  company	
  named	
  Tesla	
  Motors.	
  
	
  
I	
  suggest	
  that	
  he	
  should	
  be	
  called	
  the	
  Elon	
  Musk	
  of	
  Finland.	
  Musk	
  is	
  a	
  young	
  billionaire	
  
and	
  is	
  the	
  founder	
  of	
  Tesla.	
  	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  "It’d	
  be	
  great	
  if	
  I	
  could	
  claim	
  that,"	
  Tikka	
  laughs.	
  
	
  
Entrepreneurship	
  and	
  the	
  economic	
  structure	
  are	
  changing	
  
	
  
Tikka	
  sees	
  changes	
  in	
  the	
  air	
  of	
  Finnish	
  entrepreneurship	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  "People	
  no	
  longer	
  think	
  about	
  their	
  companies	
  with	
  a	
  production-­‐oriented	
  focus.	
  They	
  
don't	
  tie	
  them	
  up	
  with	
  a	
  physical	
  place.	
  Companies	
  are	
  more	
  focusing	
  on	
  intangible	
  
goods	
  and	
  services,	
  the	
  kind	
  that	
  is	
  global	
  from	
  the	
  beginning"	
  says	
  Tikka.	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  "Often	
  times,	
  companies	
  are	
  not	
  even	
  structured	
  in	
  traditional	
  ways	
  anymore.	
  
Entrepreneurs	
  see	
  their	
  own	
  new	
  ventures	
  more	
  like	
  cooperative	
  networks,	
  resembling	
  
the	
  auto-­‐organizing	
  chaos	
  of	
  events	
  like	
  the	
  Restaurant	
  Day".	
  
	
  
Tikka	
  thinks	
  that	
  the	
  economic	
  structure	
  in	
  Finland	
  -­‐	
  the	
  traditional	
  industry	
  jobs,	
  
strong	
  labor	
  union	
  contracts,	
  and	
  so	
  forth	
  -­‐	
  is	
  too	
  tied	
  to	
  the	
  past	
  and	
  is	
  soon	
  becoming	
  
obsolete.	
  They	
  all	
  have	
  to	
  change	
  with	
  time.	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  "Working	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  motivation-­‐driven	
  and	
  more	
  like	
  freelancer	
  multitasking	
  
rather	
  than	
  traditional	
  careers",	
  says	
  Tikka.	
  
	
  
He	
  thinks	
  that	
  the	
  employees	
  in	
  the	
  future	
  will	
  choose	
  to	
  do	
  multiple	
  part-­‐time	
  jobs	
  
simultaneously	
  for	
  different	
  employers.	
  He	
  tells	
  an	
  example	
  of	
  his	
  own	
  assistant	
  in	
  New	
  
York.	
  The	
  assistant	
  works	
  for	
  Tikka,	
  another	
  private	
  individual,	
  the	
  Red	
  Cross	
  of	
  the	
  
USA,	
  Apple	
  and	
  a	
  coffee	
  shop	
  -­‐	
  as	
  a	
  barista.	
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-­‐	
  "If	
  a	
  person	
  chooses	
  to	
  pursue	
  multiple	
  jobs	
  and	
  careers	
  based	
  on	
  his	
  interests,	
  things	
  
like	
  video	
  production,	
  cab	
  driving,	
  office	
  work,	
  etc.	
  The	
  laws	
  and	
  regulations	
  should	
  
allow	
  and	
  encourage	
  them	
  to	
  do	
  so,"	
  Tikka	
  says.	
  
	
  
The	
  most	
  common	
  mistakes	
  made	
  by	
  entrepreneurs	
  
	
  
What	
  are	
  the	
  most	
  common	
  mistakes	
  entrepreneurs	
  make?	
  	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  "There	
  are	
  many.	
  In	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  my	
  career,	
  as	
  an	
  entrepreneur,	
  I	
  used	
  to	
  think	
  
that	
  most	
  mistakes	
  are	
  related	
  to	
  products,	
  internationalization,	
  technology	
  and	
  
funding,"	
  Tikka	
  says.	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  "However,	
  the	
  longer	
  I	
  work	
  with	
  developing	
  companies	
  the	
  more	
  I	
  tend	
  to	
  think	
  that,	
  
all	
  challenges	
  a	
  company	
  faces	
  are	
  originated	
  from	
  its	
  people.	
  They	
  are	
  all	
  related	
  to	
  
people's	
  competence,	
  understanding,	
  network,	
  ambition	
  and	
  just	
  human	
  behavior	
  in	
  
general."	
  	
  
	
  
Tikka	
  thinks	
  that	
  a	
  great	
  team	
  will	
  be	
  more	
  successful	
  with	
  an	
  average	
  idea	
  than	
  a	
  
"totally	
  lost"	
  team	
  with	
  a	
  great	
  idea.	
  
	
  
Return	
  to	
  the	
  nature	
  
	
  
Tikka	
  takes	
  the	
  discussion	
  towards	
  the	
  role	
  of	
  the	
  State.	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  "All	
  the	
  grants,	
  loans	
  and	
  subsidies	
  that	
  are	
  given	
  to	
  companies	
  only	
  distort	
  the	
  natural	
  
state	
  of	
  the	
  market	
  and	
  the	
  competition,"	
  Tikka	
  says.	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  "The	
  best	
  situation	
  would	
  be	
  to	
  stay	
  as	
  close	
  to	
  the	
  natural	
  state	
  as	
  possible,	
  with	
  no	
  
artificial	
  factors	
  disturbing	
  the	
  natural	
  supply	
  and	
  demand	
  of	
  the	
  market."	
  
	
  
Tikka	
  thinks	
  that	
  Finland	
  is	
  full	
  of	
  regulations,	
  government	
  intervention	
  and	
  distorting	
  
subsidies	
  that	
  the	
  free	
  market	
  is	
  being	
  caught	
  underneath	
  it	
  all.	
  
	
  
He	
  himself	
  is	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  Tekes'	
  Verso	
  Technology	
  Program	
  and	
  the	
  Vigo	
  Program,	
  which	
  
are	
  key	
  government	
  programs	
  run	
  by	
  Tekes	
  and	
  Finnvera.	
  Are	
  these	
  programs	
  any	
  good	
  
then?	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  "The	
  public	
  sector	
  certainly plays a	
  role	
  as	
  an	
  incubator	
  and	
  re-­‐starter	
  of	
  the	
  market.	
  
This	
  is	
  true	
  in	
  cases	
  when	
  the	
  market	
  itself	
  has	
  gone	
  so	
  bad	
  that	
  there's	
  nothing	
  left	
  but	
  
devastation,	
  and	
  only	
  the	
  public	
  sector	
  can	
  sow	
  the	
  first	
  seeds,"	
  says	
  Tikka.	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  "It’d	
  be	
  better,	
  however,	
  if	
  the	
  State	
  just	
  watch	
  from	
  the	
  borders	
  of	
  the	
  devastation,	
  
waiting	
  for	
  the	
  first	
  pioneers	
  to	
  arrive	
  and	
  rebuild"	
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Innovation	
  Policies	
  cannot	
  be	
  based	
  on	
  a	
  horse	
  race	
  	
  
	
  
Taloussanomat	
  recently	
  interviewed	
  innovation	
  researcher	
  Mariana	
  Mazzucato,	
  and	
  
Tikka	
  agrees	
  with	
  her	
  on	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  issue:	
  support	
  should	
  be	
  given	
  to	
  great	
  companies,	
  
regardless	
  of	
  their	
  sizes.	
  	
  Small	
  and	
  medium	
  sized	
  companies	
  should	
  receive	
  no	
  special	
  
treatments.	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  "We	
  should	
  not	
  run	
  a	
  constant	
  horse	
  race	
  organized	
  by	
  the	
  State	
  officials.	
  The	
  kind	
  of	
  
race	
  in	
  which	
  you	
  place	
  bets	
  on	
  just	
  about	
  everybody	
  and	
  once	
  the	
  winning	
  horse	
  is	
  
obvious,	
  maybe	
  bet	
  10K€	
  more	
  on	
  that	
  horse,"	
  Tikka	
  says.	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  "Instead,	
  the	
  innovation	
  policy	
  of	
  a	
  nation	
  should	
  be	
  based	
  on	
  creating	
  the	
  kind	
  of	
  
structure	
  and	
  conditions	
  that	
  enable	
  and	
  empower	
  the	
  winning	
  horses	
  to	
  emerge	
  from	
  
the	
  marketplace	
  all	
  by	
  themselves,	
  without	
  any	
  official	
  betting	
  on	
  them."	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  "And	
  the	
  size	
  of	
  the	
  horse	
  should	
  not	
  matter,"	
  says	
  Tikka.	
  
	
  
Futuristic	
  libertarian-­‐anarchist	
  
	
  
Based	
  on	
  our	
  long	
  discussion,	
  I'm	
  guessing	
  that	
  one	
  of	
  Tikka's	
  favorite	
  authors	
  is	
  Ayn	
  
Rand.	
  Rand	
  is	
  kind	
  of	
  a	
  mother	
  figure	
  to	
  free	
  market	
  thinking	
  and	
  liberty,	
  a	
  Tuomas	
  
Enbuske	
  on	
  steroids.	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  think	
  my	
  guess	
  is	
  not	
  all	
  that	
  incorrect.	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  "Rand's	
  epistemology	
  is	
  simply	
  brilliant.	
  Especially	
  her	
  normative	
  ethics	
  is	
  really	
  solid	
  
stuff,"	
  says	
  Tikka.	
  
	
  
Tikka	
  tells	
  us	
  that	
  he	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  fan	
  of	
  the	
  recently	
  deceased	
  "utopist	
  ultra-­‐sci-­‐fi"	
  author	
  
Iain	
  M.	
  Banks.	
  	
  
	
  
After	
  3	
  hours,	
  my	
  psychological	
  profile	
  of	
  Tikka	
  is	
  complete:	
  Taneli	
  Tikka,	
  you	
  are	
  a	
  
futuristic	
  libertarian-­‐anarchist.	
  Am	
  I	
  very	
  wrong	
  in	
  saying	
  that?	
  
	
  
-­‐	
  "That	
  probably	
  isn't	
  all	
  that	
  wrong,"	
  Tikka	
  laughs.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  


