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180 minuuttia takapenkilla
Taneli Tikan kanssa

Taneli Tikka on Suomen kuuluisin
sarjayrittdja, futuristinen libertaarianarkisti, Ayn Randin
ihailija ja vaikka mitd muuta. Hénest4 tulevaisuuden
tydntekija ajaa taksia, pesee ikkunoita, maalaa ja jarjestad
kajakkikursseja. Taloussanomat vietti Tikan kanssa kolme
tuntia auton takapenkill.

- Paavo Teittinen
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Audi paahtaa sataakahtakymppia
rantavaylalla. Olemme juuri lahteneet
Jyvéaskylan kasvuyrity i ista
Helsinkiin, ja vieressani istuu nyky-
Suomen ehka kuuluisin yrittdja, Taneli
Tikka. () Tallenna (PDF)
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Tikka tunnetaan muun muassa IRC-

Galleriasta. Nyky#én héan puuhaa verkkotunnusten
rekisterdintihommia Kiinaan, kaiken muun ohella. Han on myds
sijoittanut sahkbautovalmistaja Teslaan.

Ehdotan, ettd han on Suomen Elon Musk. Musk on Teslan
perustanut nuori miljard66ri.

— Olisi hienoa, jos niin voisi v 3, nauraa Tikka.
Yrittédjyys ja talouden
rakenteet muuttuvat

Tikka nikee st lai yrittimi: £ merkkeja.
— Enaa ei ajatella niin tuotanto-orientoituneesti tai sidota yritysta
j in pai Ollaan 4n kiinni
immateriaalioikeudellisissa asioissa, jotka ovat globaaleja, Tikka
sanoo.

— Usein yritysta ei endé edes ajatella perinteisessd mielessa. Se

1taa tai ravi

muistuttavana yhteis

Tikan mielestd Suomen talouden rakenteet — perinteiset
teollisuustydpaikat, yleissitovat tyéehtosopimukset ja niin edelleen
— ovat kiinni historiaan nopeasti jadvassa mallissa, jonka on pakko
muuttua.

— Tyd tulee muuttumaan omaan motivaatioon pohjautuvaksi,
freelancer-harrasteluksi, Tikka sanoo.

Hénest4 tulevaisuuden tydntekija tekee tydta osa-aikaisesti
monessa eri paikassa. Esimerkkiné han kertoo omasta
assistentistaan New Yorkissa. Assistentti tydskenteli Tikan liséksi
toiselle yksityishenkilélle, Yhdysvaltain Punaiselle Ristille,
Applelle, seka kahvilalle — baristana.

— Jos teet an freelancerin hommia sinne ténne, olet
vaikka kuvailemassa jotain videota, vililla siivoamassa, ja valilla
ajat taksia, téllainen pitéisi sallia paljon helpommin, Tikka sanoo.

yleisimmiit virheet

Mitké ovat aloittelevan yritt:

yleisimmat virheet?

— Onhan niita. Itse ajattelin nuorempana, etta suurimmat haasteet
ovat esimerkiksi tuotteen toimivuudessa, kansainvilistymisessa,
teknologiassa ja rahoituksessa, Tikka sanoo.

— Mita k in tata h tekee, sita An olen sita
mielt3, etta kaikki haasteet ovat ihmishaasteita. Ne liittyvat
ihmisten osaamiseen, ymmarrykseen, verkostoihin, ambitioon ja
kayttaytymiseen.

Tikan mielesta hyva porukka onnistuu keskinkertaisellakin idealla
paremmin kuin "taysin kuutamolla oleva” porukka hyvalla idealla.
Paluu

luontoon

Tikka vie keskustelun valtion rooliin.

— Kaikki yritystukitoimet, lainat ja suosimiset vaaristavat vain
luonnollista markkinaa, Tikka sanoo.

— Paras tilanne olisi mahdollisimman luonnontilainen kysynta ja
tarjonta, jossa asiakkaan kysyntéa ei hairitse mikaan
keinotekoinen tekija.

Tikan mielestd Suomessa on niin paljon sdantely ja tukemista,
ettd vapaat markkinat tukahtuvat niiden alle.

Han on itse mukana Tekesin Verso-ohjelmassa seka Vigo-
ohjelmassa, jossa ovat mukana muun muassa Tekes ja Finnvera.
Eiké niista ole mitaan hyétya?

— Julkisella sektorilla on kylla rooli sellaisena ky] na ja homman
starttaajana, jos asiat ovat niin huonosti, ettd metsa on poltettu ja
uudet siemenet pitaisi kylvas, Tikka sanoo.

— Voisi kuitenkin olla jopa parempi, etta valtio katselisi sielta
palaneen metsan reunalta, ettd milloin tulevat ne seuraavat
rohkeat uudisraivaajat.

Innovaatiopolitiikka
ei voi perustua ravirataveikkaukseen

Ainakin yhdesta asiasta Tikka on samaa mielta Taloussanomien
haastatteleman innovaatiotutkijan Mariana Mazzucaton
kanssa: rahaa pitaa jakaa hyville yrityksille, koosta riippumatta.
Pienia ja keskisuuria yrityksia ei pitéisi paapoa.

— Ei pitéisi olla virkamiesvetoisesti toteutettua
ravirataveikkausta, jossa panostetaan vahan kaikkialle. Ja jos joku
nayttaa oikein hyvalts, annetaan sille vaikka kymppitonni, Tikka
laukoo.

— Innovaatiopolitiikan pitaisi perustua sellaisten rakenteiden
luomiseen, mitka mahdollistavat niiden voittajahevosten
nousemisen aivan itsekseen sielta.

Ja hevosen koolla ei ole mitdan valia, sanoo Tikka.

Futuristinen
libertaarianarkisti

Keskustelumme perusteella veikkaan, etta Tikan suosikkikirj
on Ayn Rand. Rand on erdanlainen vapaiden markkinoiden
aitthahmo, Tuomas Enbuske steroideilla.

Ei mene pahasti ohi.

— Randin tiedonteoria on aivan briljanttia. Nimenomaan hénen
normatiivinen etiikkansa on todella teraksista kamaa, Tikka
sanoo.

Tikka kertoo my®6s olevansa suuri, vastikaan kuolleen, "utopistista
ultra—scifid" kirjoittaneen Iain M. Banksin fani.

Kolmen tunnin jalkeen psykologinen profiili on valmistunut: Taneli
Tikka, olet futuristinen libertaarianarkisti. Meneeké pahasti
vikaan?

— Ei se varmaan pahasti mene.

ehsuosittele [ 204 henkilda suosittelee tata. Ole kavereistasi ensimmainen.
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"Suomi kaipaa kuun
valloitusta”
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Full article English translation:

180 Minutes with Taneli Tikka on the Backseat

Taneli Tikka is the most famous serial entrepreneur in Finland, a futuristic libertarian-
anarchist, a Ayn Rand fan, and a lot of other things. He thinks that employees in the
future will be engaged in multiple jobs— driving a cab, painting, organizing kayaking
courses and whatever they like. Taloussanomat spent three hours with Tikka on the
backseat of a car.

The Audi is speeding 120 kilometers per hour on Rantavayla of Jyvaskyld. We have just
left a growth company seminar in Helsinki, and I am sitting right next to perhaps the
most famous entrepreneur in modern Finland, Taneli Tikka.

Tikka is known for several of his companies, including IRC-Galleria. Nowadays, he is
busy building a business that is related to domain names and China, along with
everything else. He has also invested in an electric car company named Tesla Motors.

[ suggest that he should be called the Elon Musk of Finland. Musk is a young billionaire
and is the founder of Tesla.

- "It'd be great if I could claim that," Tikka laughs.
Entrepreneurship and the economic structure are changing
Tikka sees changes in the air of Finnish entrepreneurship

- "People no longer think about their companies with a production-oriented focus. They
don't tie them up with a physical place. Companies are more focusing on intangible
goods and services, the kind that is global from the beginning" says Tikka.

- "Often times, companies are not even structured in traditional ways anymore.
Entrepreneurs see their own new ventures more like cooperative networks, resembling
the auto-organizing chaos of events like the Restaurant Day".

Tikka thinks that the economic structure in Finland - the traditional industry jobs,
strong labor union contracts, and so forth - is too tied to the past and is soon becoming
obsolete. They all have to change with time.

- "Working is going to be motivation-driven and more like freelancer multitasking
rather than traditional careers", says Tikka.

He thinks that the employees in the future will choose to do multiple part-time jobs
simultaneously for different employers. He tells an example of his own assistant in New
York. The assistant works for Tikka, another private individual, the Red Cross of the
USA, Apple and a coffee shop - as a barista.
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- "If a person chooses to pursue multiple jobs and careers based on his interests, things
like video production, cab driving, office work, etc. The laws and regulations should
allow and encourage them to do so," Tikka says.

The most common mistakes made by entrepreneurs

What are the most common mistakes entrepreneurs make?

- "There are many. In the beginning of my career, as an entrepreneur, I used to think
that most mistakes are related to products, internationalization, technology and
funding," Tikka says.

- "However, the longer [ work with developing companies the more I tend to think that,
all challenges a company faces are originated from its people. They are all related to
people's competence, understanding, network, ambition and just human behavior in

general."

Tikka thinks that a great team will be more successful with an average idea than a
"totally lost" team with a great idea.

Return to the nature
Tikka takes the discussion towards the role of the State.

- "All the grants, loans and subsidies that are given to companies only distort the natural
state of the market and the competition," Tikka says.

- "The best situation would be to stay as close to the natural state as possible, with no
artificial factors disturbing the natural supply and demand of the market."

Tikka thinks that Finland is full of regulations, government intervention and distorting
subsidies that the free market is being caught underneath it all.

He himself is a part of Tekes' Verso Technology Program and the Vigo Program, which
are key government programs run by Tekes and Finnvera. Are these programs any good
then?

- "The public sector certainly plays a role as an incubator and re-starter of the market.
This is true in cases when the market itself has gone so bad that there's nothing left but

devastation, and only the public sector can sow the first seeds," says Tikka.

- "It'd be better, however, if the State just watch from the borders of the devastation,
waiting for the first pioneers to arrive and rebuild"
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Innovation Policies cannot be based on a horse race

WEBSITE
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Taloussanomat recently interviewed innovation researcher Mariana Mazzucato, and
Tikka agrees with her on at least one issue: support should be given to great companies,
regardless of their sizes. Small and medium sized companies should receive no special
treatments.

- "We should not run a constant horse race organized by the State officials. The kind of
race in which you place bets on just about everybody and once the winning horse is
obvious, maybe bet 10K€ more on that horse," Tikka says.

- "Instead, the innovation policy of a nation should be based on creating the kind of
structure and conditions that enable and empower the winning horses to emerge from
the marketplace all by themselves, without any official betting on them."

- "And the size of the horse should not matter," says Tikka.

Futuristic libertarian-anarchist

Based on our long discussion, ['m guessing that one of Tikka's favorite authors is Ayn
Rand. Rand is kind of a mother figure to free market thinking and liberty, a Tuomas
Enbuske on steroids.

[ think my guess is not all that incorrect.

- "Rand's epistemology is simply brilliant. Especially her normative ethics is really solid
stuff," says Tikka.

Tikka tells us that he is a great fan of the recently deceased "utopist ultra-sci-fi" author
lain M. Banks.

After 3 hours, my psychological profile of Tikka is complete: Taneli Tikka, you are a
futuristic libertarian-anarchist. Am [ very wrong in saying that?

- "That probably isn't all that wrong," Tikka laughs.
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